IN THE CHANCERY COJR1| Of MfBI4D) COUNTY, TENNESSEE

May 6, 2003, City of gy, 479”'4'.4 55
Jackson, Tennessee, ,y )  DEPUTYCLERK

General Elections ) oCke

PETITION TO POSTPONE THE CITY OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE,
GENERAL ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR MAY 6, 2003

COMES NOW the Madison County Election Commission (“Commission”) and submits
this sworn petition to postpone the City of Jackson, Tennessee, general electiozis scheduled for
May 6, 2003, In support of this petition, the Commission would show unto the Court as follows:

1. The general elections for elected offices of the Cityj of Jackson, Tennessee, are
scheduled to oceur on Tuesday, May 6, 2003.

2. On the night of Sunday, May 4, 2003, and the morning of Monday, May 5, 2003,
the City of Jackson, Tennessee, was struck by a natural disaster. A violent storm moved through
the city and the county of Madison, and a tornado or tornadoes left a path of destruction thropgh
parts of the City, including the downtown area of the City. Many areas of the city wérc left
without electrical or other utility services.

3. The Commission desires for a fair election to occur and believes that such an
election cannot occur given the physical property damage sustained by residential and commercial
areas of the City. Many homes have been damaged or destroyed, and lives have perished as a

result of the storm.

4. All candidates have been contacted (or attempted to be contacted) by telephone
regarding the postponing of the election. Of those contacted, none objected to the postponement.

5. There are seventeen (17) polling precincts designated for voting by city residents
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on May 6, 2003. Of the seventeen (17), the Commission is aware that as many as six (6) have
sustained damage or are without telephone service and/or utili{y services.

6. The Commission desires that the election scheduled for Tuesday May 6, 2003, be
postponed and delayed for a period of two (2) weeks, and be conducted on Tuesday, May 20,
2003. Further, the Commission desires that the Commission be directed to protect and preserve
the early votes and absentee by-mail votes from counting, tampering, or being inspected in any
way, until the election, as postponed, is conducted. Lastly, the Co_ﬁunission request that no
absentee by-mail vote be accepted unless received, by mail, on May 6, 2003, and that no further
early voting be allowed.

Respectfully submitted, this the 5th day of May, 2003.
MADISON COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION

By: %w‘ ﬁu JLZ,L

" Kim Buckley, Administrator
Of Elections, Madison County,
Tennessee :

TEEK, McCORMACK & MARONEY, P.L.C.

C. Jerorge Teel, Ji/ BPR # 16310
Attorney for Petitioner

87 Murray Guard Drive

Jackson, TN 38305
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF MADISON

1 swear or affirm that the information cofitained in this petiticm is true and

best of my knowledge. g
P cctel

Kim Buckley

correct to the

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the Sthday of May, 2003,
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STATE OF TENNESSEE ’
COUNTY OF MADISON

I swear or affirm that the information co iti

’ ntained in this pefition is true and_correct to the
best of my knowledge. *. &MiL\

Carlton Carneal  ~

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 5th.day of May, 2003,
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE
IN RE:
May 6, 2003, City of

Jackson, Tennessee,
(General Elections

e N N e

Docket No:

| N ‘,'Z}m;47h;55$w3
ORDER GRANTING PETITION TO POSTPONE ﬂECGENERfL ‘ /)

ELECTIONS OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE, SCHEDULED
FOR MAY 6, 2003, AND TEMPORARYINJUNC’I’ION

THIS MATTER came on for consideration before the Céurt on fche Petition filed by the
Madison County Election Cqmmission (“Commission™) to postpone thc general elecﬁoﬁs forthe
City of Jackson, Tennessee, scheduled for ‘Tuesday,‘ May 6, 2003. Thé Court reviewed the
petition filed by the Petitioner, heard testimony from Kim Buckley, the Administrator of Elections
for Madison County, Tennessee, and heard testimony from Carlton ‘Ca;rneal, Chairman of the
Maciison County Election Commission. Based on the petition and the testimony of the witnesses,
the Court finds that the violent storms that struck the City of Ja;:kson, Tennessee, during the night
of Sunday, May 4, 2003, and the morning of Monday, May 5, 2003, have resulted in power
outages, damages to polling places and other related problenis that prohibit the Commission from
conducting an election that would protect the integrity of the prbéess. The Court finds that it
should exercise its equitable powers and enjoin and postpone thé City of Jackson, Tennessee, .
general election scheduled for May 6, 2003.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Madison

County Election Commission be, and the same hereby is, er'xjoined".from conducting the general

clections for the City of Jackson, Tennessee, on May 6, 2003.

[T IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the general elections

for the City of Jackson, Tennessee, be conducted on Tuesday, May 20, 2003, during the same
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hours as originally scheduled for May 6, 2003  ‘

T IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Comission be,
and the same hereby is, ordered to protect and preserve the early votes and absentee by-mail votes
and that those votes shall not be counted, tampered with or inspected in any way, until the
election is conducted. |

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADIUDGED AND DECREED that the deadline for
receipt of absentee by-mail votes shall not be altered or changed aqd that only those absentee by-
mail votes received by the Commission on or before May 6, 2003, by mail, shall be counted.

IT IS FURTHER ORbERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the time p.eriod for
early voting has already expired, and that no further early voting shall be allowed even though the
general election is being postponed as described in this Order |

SO ORDERED AND ADJUDGED this the 5th day of May, 2003.

APP D FOR ENTRY:

-

C. Jerom#& Teel, Ir., BPR#16310
Attorney for Petitioner
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