IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE


)







)







)







)

vs.





)

No.
C-12721







)







)







)

REGINALD STACY SUDDERTH

)

Defense Motion No.: 805

Motion For Protective Orders To Courthouse Personnel


Now comes Defendant, Reginald Stacy Sudderth, through the undersigned counsel, pursuant to the Due Process, Trial by Jury, and Cruel and Unusual Punishment Clauses of the United States and Tennessee Constitutions, and moves the court to instruct all courthouse personnel who might come into contact with jurors or prospective jurors not to discuss this case or any of the events surrounding this case around any persons who might be prospective jurors once the jury selection proceedings begin, for the following reasons:



1.
This case has and will continue to generate considerable publicity and public commentary.



2.
This case is also a subject for considerable courthouse commentary and discussion.



3.
Jury selection will be difficult because of this publicity and its effects on the impartiality of the panel.



4.
Courthouse personnel must be instructed not to discuss this case in any circumstances where their comments may be overheard by prospective jurors or jurors.  Such comments may significantly affect the listeners.  While this court's own staff may be aware of the necessity to avoid any comments in public which might be overheard by anyone who might be a prospective juror, other courthouse personnel may not, or may not be aware of the high likelihood of the presence of prospective jurors and actual jurors.



5.
There will be no significant burden on any party or the court to implement this precautionary measure.



6.
Defendant Sudderth moves for a hearing on this motion.



Respectfully submitted this ____ day of May, 2001.






_______________________________






HERBERT S. MONCIER






Attorney for Defendant 

Herbert S. Moncier

Attorney at Law

Suite 775, Bank of America Bldg.

550 Main Avenue

Knoxville, Tennessee  37902

(865)546-7746

BPR #1910

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served upon the Office of the Blount County District Attorney General, this the ____ day of May, 2001.
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